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K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @  B a l l a r i

AS many as 385 children went 
missing in Ballari district be-
tween 2020 January to Septem-
ber 30 of  the present year, and 
the Police Department success-
fully traced 366, while efforts 
are continuing to locate the re-
maining 19 children.

According to police officers, 
tracing the remaining children 
continues to be a challenge, 
with teams conducting search-
es in Bengaluru and neighbour-
ing states, including Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana. Despite 
sustained efforts, investigators 
have faced difficulties in sev-
eral cases due to the absence of  
Aadhaar card details and 
changes in the facial features 
of  children as they grow older.

In some cases, police have 
also conducted searches in ca-
nals and river stretches, sus-
pecting that the missing chil-
dren might have fallen into 
water bodies. The passage of  
several years in some cases has 
f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d 
investigations.

Suman D Pennekar, Superin-
tendent of  Police (SP), Ballari 
district, stressed the use of  ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)-based 
software to identify children by 
analysing changes in their fa-
cial features over the years. 
Such technology could help in-
vestigators compare old photo-
graphs with the present ap-
pearance of  missing children 
and generate fresh leads in 

long-pending cases. Suman di-
rected department personnel to 
cross-check details of  unidenti-
fied bodies reported at police 
stations located downstream of  
canals and dams. 

The exercise is aimed at en-
suring that unidentified bodies 
are not overlooked while inves-
tigating missing-children 
cases.

Senior police officials have 
been instructed to maintain 
regular contact with the par-
ents of  the missing children 

and continuously monitor both 
newly registered complaints 
and old pending cases until the 
children are traced.

Special attention is also be-
ing given to children who leave 
their homes or go missing and 
subsequently travel by train. 
Police have been asked to coor-
dinate with railway authori-
ties, monitor CCTV footage at 
railway stations and take nec-
essary steps to identify and res-
cue vulnerable children. Res-
cued children must be produced 
before the Child Welfare Com-
mittee as per the prescribed 
procedures.

The District Child Protection 
Unit, Special Juvenile Police 
Unit and the police personnel 
have also been advised to 
strengthen step up awareness 
programmes at schools, colleg-
es and public places.

Congress leaders protest outside the DC’s office in Vijayapura on Monday

Cong: Probe use of 
fake death certificates 
to delete voters
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  V i j a y a p u r a 

CONGRESS leaders have urged Deputy Commissioner 
Dr. Anand K. to order a comprehensive inquiry into the 
alleged use of  fake death certificates to delete the names 
of  living voters from the electoral roll in the Vijayapura 
City Assembly constituency.

KPCC member Abdul Hamid Mushrif, who submitted 
a memorandum to the DC on Monday  along with other 
party leaders, alleged that documents were submitted 
to election officials, purportedly on the letterhead of  
Vijayapura City MLA Basanagouda Patil Yatnal, claim-
ing that certain voters had died. He alleged that the 
names of  such voters were subsequently sought to be 
removed from the electoral roll.

According to Mushrif, a list containing the names of  
eight voters was submitted along with copies of  death 
certificates pertaining to seven of  them. However, Con-
gress Booth Level Agents (BLAs), who subsequently 
verified the details, found that all seven persons were 
alive, he claimed.

He demanded an independent investigation to estab-
lish the authenticity of  the death certificates, ascertain 
the circumstances under which they were issued and 
determine whether the prescribed procedures were fol-
lowed before the names of  the voters were proposed for 
deletion.

He alleged that an attempt had been made to remove 
the names of  around 1,046 voters belonging to the mi-
nority community from the electoral roll in the city con-
stituency by citing them as deceased. Documents con-
cerning the matter were forwarded to election officials 
for verification, following which field-level inquiries 
reportedly found that several of  the voters were alive, 
he claimed.

The Congress leaders urged the administration to 
verify the authenticity of  all death certificates and oth-
er documents submitted for deletion of  voters’ names. 
They said that if  the inquiry establishes that false in-
formation or fabricated documents were used, those re-
sponsible should face action under the relevant election 
laws and other applicable legal provisions.

They also sought an investigation into the officials or 
agencies involved in issuing the alleged death certifi-
cates and demanded that appropriate safeguards be put 
in place to prevent wrongful deletion of  eligible voters 
from the electoral roll.

Congress leaders Irfan Shaikh, Abdul Razak Horti, 
Vaijanath Karpuramath, Shabbir Ahmed Jahagirdar, 
Azad Patel, Chandsab Gadagalava, Aflab Khadri, Abu-
bakar Ambarakhane and Fayaz Kaladagi were 
present.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  G a d a g

POLICE have seized 2.091 kg of  ganja val-
ued at Rs 1,04,550 and arrested a 22-year-old 
youth from Naregal in Gadag district for 
allegedly procuring the contraband from 
Maharashtra and selling it in rural 
areas.

The accused, Basavaraj Hara-
nashikhari, was arrested on Monday 
following a raid conducted by the 
Naregal police at his residence in Es-
hwara Nagar, Naregal town. 

Acting on information received 
from beat staff  on October 5, the po-
lice searched the house and discovered the 
narcotic substance allegedly stockpiled for 
sale.

According to the police, packets of  ganja 
had been concealed in the home’s prayer 
room, near pictures of  deities. During the 
search, officers recovered a parcel wrapped 
in brown packing tape from a raised plat-
form in the room. Examination revealed it 

contained ganja comprising dried leaves 
and seeds. During questioning, the accused 
allegedly admitted to sourcing the ganja 
from Maharashtra for storage and distribu-
tion. A case has been registered at the Nar-
egal Police Station , and further investiga-

tion is underway.
Police records indicate that Basa-

varaj was previously booked in Crime 
No. 55/2026, in which 331 grams of
ganja worth approximately `33,100 
had been seized from him.

While ganja trafficking into Gadag 
and Hubballi has often been linked to 
supplies arriving by train from And-

hra Pradesh, investigators say the latest 
case points to a different supply route, lead-
ing to a wider probe. Police are examining 
the matter from all angles amid concerns 
over the spread of  narcotics in rural 
areas. 

Residents of  Naregal expressed shock 
over the arrest of  a local youth allegedly 
involved in drug peddling. 

Police seize ganja worth over  
Rs 1 lakh, arrest Naregal youth

Ballari dist cops trace 366 
missing children in 5 years 
SP says efforts are continuing to locate 19 more missing children

Ballari  SP Suman D Pennekar conducts a meeting with officials  |  EXPRESS

Police personnel should also  
cross-check details of unidentified 
bodies reported at police stations 

located downstream of canals  
and dams  

Suman D Pennekar, Ballari SP 

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Teen dies after falling off his  
bike in Hanagal taluk 
Haveri: A 17-year-old youth died after losing control 
of his motorcycle and meeting with an accident 
near Gazipur Cross, close to Kopparisikoppa Pala in 
Hanagal taluk. The deceased has been identified 
as Pundaleeka Ramachandra Khandoji of Alahalli 
village. The accident occurred when Pundaleeka 
was travelling from Hanagal towards 
Kopparisikoppa Pala on his motorcycle. He 
reportedly lost control of the bike while riding at a 
high speed and fell on the road. He sustained 
serious injuries to his head and near the ear, besides 
injuries to his hands and legs. He was initially 
admitted to the Hanagal Government Hospital 
and later shifted to the KMCRI Hospital in Hubballi 
for further treatment. However, he succumbed to 
his injuries on October 6. ENS

Silver articles stolen from Sri 
Lakki Katte Chowdamma temple
Haveri: Thieves broke into the Sri Lakki Katte 
Chowdamma Temple on the outskirts of 
Kamadod village in Ranebennur taluk and stole 
silver and brass articles. The theft is believed to 
have taken place on October 4. The burglars 
reportedly stole a 600-gram silver mask of the 
deity, 300-gram silver feet, 12 brass bells, a 
brass aarti plate, two brass lamps and a mixer. 
The stolen articles are estimated to be worth Rs 
1.21 lakh. A case has been registered at the 
Halageri Police Station, and police have 
launched an investigation to trace the culprits.

Valmiki Jayanti to be celebrated 
with grandeur in Belagavi: DC
Belagavi: Deputy Commissioner Mohammad 
Roshan directed officials to make elaborate 
arrangements for the district-level celebration of 
Maharishi Valmiki Jayanti and ensure that the 
programme is conducted in a meaningful manner. 
Roshan was speaking at a preparatory meeting 
held at the Deputy Commissioner’s Office 
auditorium in Belagavi on Tuesday. The Jayanti 
programme will be held on October 26. As part of 
the celebrations, a grand procession will be 
organised from Kote Kere to Kumar Gandharva 
Rang Mandir via Sangolli Rayanna Circle. ENS

Mysuru Dasara Kannada Book Fair, featuring discounted sales of Kannada books, will be held from 
October 11 to 20 at the Bharat Scouts and Guides ground in the city, Kannada Book Authority 
chairperson Dr Manasa has said. Manasa said Kannada and Culture Minister Shivaraj Thangadagi would 
inaugurate the book fair. Around 70 publishers are expected to participate, with 90 stalls being set up. 
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ :5054-03-101-0-02-132 ¥ÀæªÀÄÄR f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼ÀÄ, 5054-04-
337-0-01-154 f¯Áè ªÀÄvÀÄÛ EvÀgÉ gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÀÄzsÁgÀuÉ, 5054-80-190-0-01-132 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÀ¸ÉÛ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ 
¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ - §AqÀªÁ¼À ªÉZÀÑ, 5054-04-337-0-01-132 f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼ÀÄ - EvÀgÉ §AqÀªÁ¼À 
ªÉZÀÑ,  3054-04-337-1-10-200 f¯Áè ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼À ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 2216-07-053-0-01-200- 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV ªÀ¸Àw UÀÈºÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ £ÁåAiÀiÁAUÀ ªÀ¸ÀwUÀÈºÀUÀ¼À zÀÄgÀ¹Û/¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 2059-80-053-
4-00-200 ««zsÀ E¯ÁSÁ PÀlÖqÀUÀ¼À zÀÄgÀ¹Û/¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 8443-00-117-0-16-542 oÉÃªÀtÂ ªÀAwPÉ 
(SDMF), CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 18 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ  PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ºÁUÀÆ 08 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÉ 
ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ  CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ 
CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard Tender Document KW -1, 2, 3 & 4 
gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ 
ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 1.80 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ 
CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 225.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
09-10-2026 jAzÀ 13-10-2026 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢vÀ ±ÀÄ®Ì ¥ÁªÀw¹ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA PÉÆÃj Cfð 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ¢£ÁAPÀ: 19-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA ¥ÀqÉzÀÄ, ¢£ÁAPÀ: 21-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ 
¸ÀAeÉ 5.00 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 18 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (E.¸ÀASÉå: 44625, 44464, 44469, 44544, 44327, 44684, 
44683, 42840, 44691, 44692, 44693, 39264 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12-10-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå: 40437 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
14-10-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå: 44626 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 19-10-2026. E.¸ÀASÉå: 39765, 39590, 39599, 44694, 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 21-10-2026gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj 
ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.
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